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As UCLG-MEWA, our commitment is to advocate for the achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and to take decisive action to localize these goals effectively. Our conviction 
is to raise the voices of local governments and emphasize the significance of local actions towards the 
achievement of the 2030 Goals. 

Amid persistent global challenges such as the climate crisis, conflicts, and socio-economic issues, 
the importance of sustainable development is further underscored—especially for countries most 
vulnerable to these adversities. From this perspective, our region continues to face complex global 
challenges; nevertheless, it has achieved significant progress and demonstrated considerable potential 
for improvement in implementing the SDGs. This dual reality of challenges and possibilities emphasizes 
why local action is crucial in advancing the SDGs. This analysis paper reflects one of the UCLG-MEWA’s 
important priorities that meaningful progress toward the SDGs must be grounded in local realities and 
shaped by local and regional governments. 

Urban areas are at the forefront of the climate crisis, natural disasters, conflicts, and human rights 
violations. In this context, the SDGs provide a valuable roadmap as a tool for urban development while 
guiding policymakers, urban planners, and all other professionals to engage in creating resilient and 
sustainable urban futures. In this analysis paper, we provide information about local efforts by cities in 
our region, as well as with global status of the MEWA countries in sustainable development. Although 
the numbers are promising, we still lag significantly behind global progress, making our role crucial in 
embracing bold solutions and strong political will. 

UCLG-MEWA represents the voices of local governments in the international arena, sharing their 
challenges and efforts on sustainable development. For this particular mission, we disseminate 
this concise and evidence-based report by providing a snapshot of our region and identifying areas 
of advancement, gaps that persist, and opportunities for acceleration. We briefly demonstrate the 
current global landscape and detailed regional outlook for our region, emphasizing the achievements 
and outlining the path forward over the next 5 years. We strive to provide additional information 
regarding fragility and ongoing difficulties in some countries to allow a fairer interpretation of their 
progress. Through this paper, our aim is to encourage local governments to take the lead in sustainable 
development and recognize their progress in this regard. 

The road to 2030 is short, and the task ahead is formidable. Yet the ongoing efforts in the MEWA Region 
are promising. Local action offers to foster sustainable development strategies with its closeness to 
communities. We are determined to carry out our effort to empower local governments for sustainable 
futures, ensuring no one is left behind in the MEWA Region.

Dr. Mehmet Duman
UCLG-MEWA Secretary General

The Sustainable Development Report 2025, published by the Sustainable Development Solutions 
Network, marks the 10th edition of the flagship publication series that presents an evaluation of the 
progress of UN Member States regarding the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Authored by 
Jeffrey D. Sachs, Guillaume Lafortune, Grayson Fuller and Guilherme Iablonovski, the 480-page report 
offers a sense of urgency but also agency by pointing out the global commitment but also the areas 
in which the UN Member States are off the track. Being a crucial edition published with only five years 
remaining to achieve the 2030 Agenda, this year’s report consists of four parts, complemented by 
annexes to offer methodological explanations to enhance the interpretation of the data provided in the 
Report.

The Part I, titled “Financing for Development” revolves around the themes of sustainable development 
as a high-return investment, technology and sustainable development and reforming the global financial 
architecture agenda at the Fourth International Conference on Financing for Development (FfD4). The 
Part II presents SDG Index and dashboards to demonstrate the scores, trends and rankings of the 
UN Member States. Part III, titled “Commitment to the SDGs and Multilateralism” explores and ranks 
the political and institutional commitment to the agenda and provides a ranking based on indicators 
of global cooperation and policy alignment by evaluating the UN Member States’ engagement with 
multilateralism and their alignment with international sustainability frameworks. Fourth part is reserved 
for the individual country profiles that scores and ranks the countries based on the chosen indicators, 
summarizing their performance across all 17 SDGs allowing for an in-depth analysis.

The Sustainable Development Report 2025 demonstrates that the world is drastically off track to achieve 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals, thus indicating the countries to amplify their 
commitment and also calls for institutional and structural reforms regarding financing for development 
to facilitate investments to human capital. Despite the gloomy landscape, the report also disseminates a 
message of hope by reminding us that we have our own agency to utilize state-of-the-art technology and 
the existing commitment to build a peaceful and sustainable future in which the wellbeing of humanity 
is prioritized.

Foreword Introduction:
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Just five years away from 2030, the progress towards SDGs remains dangerously slow and globally, 
only 16.7% of the targets are currently on track to be achieved, and none of the SDGs are projected 
to be achieved by 2030. Some targets such as including mobile phone use and internet access under 
SDG 9, access to electricity under SDG 7, and reductions in under-five and neonatal mortality under 
SDG 3 boosted by technical advancements in the areas of technology and health are among the ones 
that are mostly on track. However, the reality is that the majority of the world still faces major and 
significant challenges in each SDG and the progress is mostly stagnating, even regressing in some 
cases, especially in SDG 2, SDG 15 and SDG 16. Notable setbacks have occurred in the obesity rate 
(SDG 2), press freedom (SDG 16), sustainable nitrogen management (SDG 2), biodiversity loss as 
reflected in the Red List Index (SDG 15), and corruption perceptions (SDG 16). Unilateral policies, 
unsustainable debt, and the growing misuse of development finance have created a disconnect 
between global goals and actual transformation.

As observable based on the lower end of the SDG Index, conflicts, insecurity, political and economic 
instability largely limit the SDG performance of the countries. Yemen, Somalia, Chad, the Central 
African Republic, and South Sudan rank at the bottom of the SDG Index in the 2025 edition, all of 
these countries are experiencing protracted conflicts, fragility of governance structures and limited 
fiscal capacity.

Another observable pattern is that baseline conditions regarding SDGs have an inverse relationship 
with SDG progress. Gains have been made more quickly by countries with lower SDG baselines in 
2015 than by those with higher baselines, countries in East and South Asia and the BRICS+ Group 
is an example to this among other lower-middle-income countries (LMICs). However, this process 
hasn’t been the case for Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and countries in the Middle East and 
North Africa as even if the initial baselines scores have been similar, their progress has been slower. 
Afghanistan, Syria, and Yemen are amongst countries that have either stagnated or experienced 
clear reversals in their SDG trajectories. Yet in the same region, the United Arab Emirates, Iraq, Saudi 
Arabia and Jordan have showcased fast progress.

To accelerate the progress of achieving the SDGs and to ensure that no one is left behind while doing 
so, the Sustainable Development Report 2025 focuses on a key notion: Sustainable Development is 
a High-return Investment. In this regard, the responsibility of the Member States of the UN extends 
beyond its citizens to include all of humanity. Since highincome nations are likewise accountable for 
environmental degradation, they bear a particular obligation under the concepts of distributive justice 
and reparative justice. Moreover, the current global financial architecture prevents the access to 
development finance for the ones who need it the most, despite the fact that it would be a high-return 
investment.

The discipline of finance at its nature has the intention to harness technological advancements to 
mitigate the harms caused by conflict, disaster, and systemic inequality. It is evident that humanity 
faces dire challenges in this regard yet we are in possession of a powerful suit of tools. Zero-
carbon energy systems, open-source artificial intelligence, precision agriculture and biodiversity 
conservation systems make it possible for us to make a choice to use them for the advancement of 
sustainable development. For that, innovations must be utilized for common good and for that there 
must be legal, regulatory, ethical frameworks and measures established by multilateral consensus 
that ensures that those technologies are accessible to everyone.

Economic development itself is a high-return activity, particularly in poorer countries where the 
potential for advancement is the greatest. Emerging markets and developing economies (EMDEs) 
typically experience faster economic growth and offer higher returns on investment than high-income 
countries. Investments in human capital, particularly in the health and education of young children 
in the Global South, are among the most consistently high-yield investments. These investments pay 
off financially in addition to having long-term positive social effects. The urgent need to change the 
global financial system in order to better channel annual global savings, enable strategic investments, 
and give long-term grants and concessional loans to the areas that need them the most is highlighted 
by the recognition of sustainable development as a high-return investment. Recognizing this fact, 
the Sustainable Development Report 2025 suggests that the IMF and the World Bank must reform 
their debt sustainability framework and credit ranking strategies while taking account of potential 
growth, maturity structures, countries’ debt management systems, lenders of last resort, usage of 
external financing, and high-return investments such as in human capital or physical infrastructure. 
And lays out some critical steps that must be taken to reform the global financial architecture:

Redirecting Global Savings and Revising Loan Structures: Channeling the US$30 trillion world 
savings to low- to middle-income countries (LMICs) and also to the poorest nations to build their 
capacity against global shocks through low cost, long maturity and with realistic timelines and 
debt relief as investments in human capital and physical infrastructure take decades to generate 
full returns.
•	 Short-term maturity loans must be amended through several policies such as borrowing in 

national currencies to allow central banks as Lenders of Last Resort. In cases of foreign 
currency debt, require currency swaps between central banks, and formalize the IMF’s role as 
an International Lender of Last Resort.

•	 Debt restructuring and relief initiatives, including debt swaps for investments in climate action, 
biodiversity, and education must be promoted.

Reforming subjective credit risk assessments: The EMDEs are particularly affected by inaccurate 
and unjust credit rankings. Also, the practice of “sovereign ceilings” (ceiling of one country applies 
to all of its private-sector entities) must be ended to give more opportunities to private-sector 
entities in the EMDEs.

Overview
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Ensuring Fair Representation at Multilateral Governance Structures: Multilateral financing 
institutions must reform their governance to include developing countries to represent their global 
economic output. Also, multilateral development banks must scale up their lending in order to 
achieve the global goals and facilitate new financial mechanisms.

•	 Regional monetary unions to encourage borrowing in domestic currencies 
•	 Sovereign Wealth Funds reallocating capital toward climate and development goals 
•	 Inclusion of new private credit managers to mobilize private-sector financing 
•	 Support for initiatives like China’s Belt and Road Initiative and Europe’s Global Gateway

Enhancing Funding for Global Public Goods: Funds for public goods must be enhanced through 
Official Development Assistance (ODA) and also compulsory mechanisms towards UN members 
such as international taxation (e.g., taxes on maritime shipping, aviation, and carbon emissions) 
to reduce dependence on voluntary ODA, which remains below the 0.7% of GNI commitment. 

Combatting illicit financial flows: Tackling tax evasion and other financial crimes that drain 
resources from development efforts. 

Effective governance of the borrowing countries must be enhanced through capacity building 
and trainings regarding planification of long-term development, management of fiscal policy and 
fighting corruption

The Sustainable Development Report 2025 recognizes the Fourth International Conference on 
Financing for Development (FfD4) a critical opportunity to reshape the global financial system and 
renew collective commitment to sustainable development. To send a message of hope and ensure 
that no one is left behind, the report sets an agenda of four action priorities and four expectations for 
the outcome document:

Four Action Priorities:

Adequate financing of the UN System: Instead of the military expenditures, the UN budgets must 
be increased to prioritize multilateral cooperation. Efficiency can be increased without budget 
cuts in these times of conflicts, displacement and disasters. 

Augmentation of Official SDG Financing by UN Members: Increase official development funding 
through debt relief, debt restructuring, and a reformed international financial architecture. High-
income countries must urgently support capital increases for multilateral financing institutions

Financing of the Global Commons: The high-income countries have the responsibility of helping 
the funds such as the Adaptation Fund, the Loss and Damage Fund, the Green Climate Fund.

Critical Reforms on the International Financial Markets: To enable the flow of the world’s savings 
to the countries with high investment returns and growth potential, regulations must be reformed 
to stop favoring major currencies and unfair credit ratings.

Unilateral economic sanctions and short-term debt financing must be addressed and long-term 
financing of infrastructure and human capital in the poorest countries must be encouraged.

Four Expectations for the Outcome Document: 

Must prioritise the consensus, not necessarily the unanimity: No one should be able to block 
the collective will. The outcome document must reflect the consensus to reaffirm the global 
sustainability frameworks and agreements, principles of sustainable development , and 
commitment to fix the global financial architecture.
Room for reservation for individual states: So that no individual state can impede other ones’ 
collective effort and consensus while being able to raise their concern at the same time. 

Room for high-ambition initiatives: “Coalition of the Willing”. Bold actions that might inspire 
others must be welcomed. Leaders of positive and dynamic change must be encouraged. 

A clear list of specific action items with timelines and measurements for accountability: 4 high 
priorities: 

•	 Full and predictable funding of the UN system 
•	 Major increases in official funding for multilateral financing institutions, supported by 

capital increases and broad-based debt relief 
•	 Robust financing of global commons institutions, supported by new international revenue 

streams (e.g., maritime, aviation, and carbon taxation)
•	  Reform of private capital markets to unlock large-scale investment flows into sustainable, 

high-yield opportunities in low-income countries
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*Progress (in percentage points) is based on a set of 17headline SDG indicators.
** The Rating indicates the status of achievement of the particular headline indicator chosen 
by the Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) for that respective SDG.
*** The Trend indicates the progress made based on long-term structural changes over time 
since the adoption of the SDGs in 2015.

¹ Table created by the authors using data from Jeffrey D. Sachs et al., Sustainable Development Report 2025: 
Financing Sustainable Development to 2030 and Mid-Century, preprint (Dublin University Press, 2025), 
https://doi.org/10.25546/111909
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Overall, the Middle East and West Asia (MEWA) Region reflects the global trends but the setbacks 
are amplified as a result of structural problems and fragility. The Region includes both upper-middle-
income economies with infrastructure investment capacity and fragile, conflict-affected states with 
declining basic services. These contradictions demonstrate a development divide within the Region.

Across the Region, SDG performance is marked by widespread stagnation and major challenges. 
Severe underperformance for SDG 1 (No Poverty), SDG 2 (Zero Hunger), SDG 5 (Gender Equality), SDG 
11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities), SDG 14 (Life Below Water), SDG 15 (Life on Land) and SDG 
16 (Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions) persists. Furthermore, data gaps remain a major constraint 
to assessing and accelerating progress, especially for SDG 1 and SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities). 
Addressing these gaps is essential to ensure that progress is both measurable and inclusive.

In the MEWA Region, Jordan and Türkiye are top performers with their respective global rankings of 
71 and 73 out of 167 countries evaluated in the 2025 SDG Index. While they are the regional leaders, 
it must be said that their scores of 71.0 and 70.6 position them in the upper-middle tier globally. 
Also, it is observable that their progress across 17 SDGs is uneven. Türkiye demonstrates particular 
improvement by staying on track in SDG 1 and SDG 9 (Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure) and 
both countries are on track for SDG 4 (Quality Education). However, for the majority of goals, their 
progress is either stagnating or only moderately increasing.

The Gulf countries such as Oman, UAE, Qatar, Bahrain and Saudi Arabia rank at the middle tier 
globally. These high-income nations show moderate progress, especially in SDG 3 (Good Health and 
Well-being), SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy), and SDG 9, yet they continue to underperform on 
critical social and environmental goals, particularly SDG 5, SDG 10 , and SDG 13 (Climate Action). 
This underperformance reflects structural problems regarding policies towards social inclusion and 
environmental safeguarding.

Syria, Afghanistan, Yemen, and Lebanon are among the lowest scorers, with Afghanistan at 160th and 
Yemen at 163rd globally which positions them at the bottom 10. Their development trajectories have 
been reversed by the devastating effects of protracted conflicts, political instability, humanitarian 
crises, and institutional fragility, with severe underperformance in basic needs areas like SDG 1 and 
SDG 2 . 

Government Efforts and Commitments

As much as SDG implementation depends on financial resources and stability, it is also made possible 
through political will and intentions of the governments across the globe. In this regard, it is essential 
to also evaluate the governments’ commitment to SDGs and UN-based multilateralism mechanisms 
to have a better understanding of the trajectory of achievement of the SDGs. The Sustainable 
Development Report 2025 utilizes two key components to measure the efforts and commitments: 
Number of VNRs/VLRs and Index of Countries’ Support to UNBased Multilateralism (UN-Mi).

VNRs and VLRs serve as crucial instruments for the follow-up and review mechanisms of the 2030 
Agenda. These reports are vital to monitor SDG progress to ensure accountability and they also 
constitute essential tools to build actionable policies and policy coherence. VNRs and VLRs showcase 
not only implementation progress but also political will, institutional capacity and opportunities 
of multilateral cooperation. Moreover, VNRs serve the aim of better multilevel governance and 
stakeholder engagement via policy and institutional improvements.

Within the MEWA Region, 15 countries out of 16 have already published at least one VNR as of 2025. 
9 countries have published 2 VNRs, making it the most common frequency. Qatar has completed 4 
VNRs, making it the country that has published the most VNRs in the region. This level of participation 
demonstrates that the region has a great acknowledgement and commitment to international 
frameworks regarding SDGs.
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Figure 2. 2025 Dashboard of VNRs and VLRs in the MEWA Region¹
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Contrary to VNRs, submissions of VLRs in the MEWA Region are largely limited to four countries: 
Türkiye, Jordan, Palestine and Saudi Arabia. As of 2025, Türkiye leads with 10 VLRs, this can be 
explained by the local governance structure and also the growing awareness of the role of the cities 
in SDG implementation. Cities of Saudi Arabia are other emerging actors within this scene as Al 
Madinah and Al Buraidah have published their VLRs respectively in 2023 and 2024. In Jordan, Amman 
has submitted a VLR, followed by Irbid who have completed this process in 2025. Ramallah’s efforts 
to prepare a VLR are remarkable and showcases their commitment to localize global agendas even 
in times of great distress. While observing the rather limited dissemination of VLRs in the region, we 
must bear in mind that the structure and manoeuvre margin of local governance varies greatly from 
country to country and the governance remains largely centralized in most countries. This variety leads 
to the publication of VLRs concentrated in a few countries while local governments in others might 
need more encouragement and assistance in this regard. This need emphasizes the importance of 
local and regional government networks such as UCLG-MEWA, as these networks provide important 
opportunities for city-to-city learning and international engagements.

Alongside VNRs and VLRs, the UN-Mi is a comprehensive index calculated on 6 indicators to measure 
the commitment to the principles of multilateral cooperation. These 6 indicators are treaty ratification, 
voting alignment at the UN General Assembly, participation in UN agencies, militarization, use of 
unilateral coercive measures, and financial contributions to the UN system. The global median score 
of the Index is 66 out of 100. Although many countries showcase great commitment, it is also quite 
uneven across the globe. With politically and economically influential countries such as the US ranking 
at the bottom with a score of 5.1, the multilateral cooperation is at peril and it hinders the sustainable 
development.

Figure 3. 2025 Index of Countries’ Support to UN-Based Multilateralism
(UN-Mi) - MEWA Region2

2 Table created by the authors using data from Sachs et al., Sustainable Development Report 2025.

1. Kuwait - 74 (52/193) 8. Yemen - 55.4 (162/193)

4. Qatar - 65.4 (100/193) 11. Türkiye - 48.9 (179/193)

2. Jordan - 70.5 (66/193) 9. Saudi Arabia - 54.8 (164/193)

5. Bahrain - 62.9 (118/193) 12. Afghanistan - 47.4 (182/193)

3. Oman - 66.5 (94/193) 10. Lebanon - 53.1 (171/193)

6. Iraq - 60.9 (132/193) 13. Syria - 43.6 (186/193)

7. United Arab Emirates - 60.8 (133/193) 14. Iran - 35.6 (188/193)
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The MEWA Region is again marked by disparity when it comes to commitment to UNBased 
multilateralism. While countries like Kuwait (74), Jordan (70.5), and Oman (66.5) score above 
the median, countries like Lebanon, Türkiye, Afghanistan, Syria and Iran demonstrate very poor 
performance in this regard. Türkiye also has a relatively low commitment compared to other G20 
Countries. 

For treaty ratification the global median stands at 83%, with Türkiye exceeding it at 93%, while Saudi 
Arabia falls below 75%. Also, while Saudi Arabia aligns with the international majority in more than 
80% of UNGA votes, it scores poorly on disarmament and militarization, alongside Türkiye. Both 
Türkiye and Iran fall below 70% regarding alignment to the international majority of UNGA votes. 
Furthermore, Türkiye and Saudi Arabia are among the top four globally in militarization between 
G20 and other large countries, behind only Russia and ahead of the United States, reflecting the 
geopolitical tensions and sentiments of insecurity that plagues the region. This indicator reflects 
data such as military expenditure compared to GDP, the total number of military personnel per capita, 
relations with neighboring countries and funding allocated to UN peacekeeping missions. 

Another area of concern is the use of unilateral coercive measures (UCMs), which the United Nations 
has repeatedly condemned as contrary to international law, the UN Charter, and humanitarian norms. 
Both Türkiye and Saudi Arabia score above the global median on this indicator, emphasizing the 
need for greater alignment with internationally accepted norms of peaceful and lawful state conduct. 
Finally, when it comes to financial contributions to the UN, both countries exhibit moderate payment 
delays. Türkiye meets the global median score of 66, while Saudi Arabia falls slightly below at 60.

Analysis of MEWA
Countries’ Performance
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Afghanistan faces severe and multi-dimensional development challenges, with persistent poverty, 
food insecurity, poor health outcomes, and low access to basic services. While some areas such as 
biodiversity protection, certain gender representation indicators, and low greenhouse gas emissions 
per capita show relative strengths, progress is hampered by ongoing conflict, institutional fragility, 
and infrastructure gaps. Environmental pressures remain moderate compared to industrialized 
countries, but climate vulnerability, low renewable energy adoption, and inadequate water and 
sanitation infrastructure are significant concerns. The lack of comprehensive data in key areas such 
as education, inequality, and labor rights further limits the ability to monitor progress effectively.

Score Global Rank Rank in MEWA Region

49.1 160/167 13/16

Areas of Strength

Areas of Concern

SDG Area Achievements

SDG Area Challenges

SDG 15 - Life on Land High share of protected terrestrial (46.4%) and freshwater (60.9%) areas; 
strong Red List Index (0.93)

SDG 13 - Climate Action
& Emissions

SDG 5 - Gender Equality

SDG 6 - Water Access

SDG 12 - Sustainable
Consumption

SDG 9 - Infrastructure
Access

Very low CO₂ emissions per capita (0.3 t) and low GHG emissions embodied 
in imports

Relatively higher share of women in national parliament (27.0%) compared 
to regional averages

Over 80% of the population has access to at least basic drinking water 
services

Low nitrogen emissions and low air pollution associated with imports

More than half of the rural population has access to all-season roads; 
growing mobile broadband subscriptions

SDG 1 - No Poverty

SDG 5 - Gender Equality

SDG 11 - Sustainable
Cities

SDG 2 - Zero Hunger

SDG 6 - Sanitation

SDG 16 - Peace, Justice
& Institutions

SDG 3 - Good Health

SDG 7 - Clean Energy

SDG 17 - Partnerships

SDG 4 - Quality Education

SDG 8 - Decent Work

Nearly half the population lives below the $2.15/day line; over 70% below 
$3.65/day

Very low female labor force participation (7.3%); low educational parity 
(30%)

High proportion of urban residents living in slums (71.6%); low piped water 
access in cities (42.3%)

High undernourishment rate (30.4%); extremely high stunting in children 
(44.6%); low dietary diversity

Only 56% access to basic sanitation; wastewater treatment virtually absent

Weak governance and institutional indicators; low press freedom (17.9/100); 
high perceived corruption (CPI score 17)

Very high maternal (520 per 100,000) and under-5 mortality; low life 
expectancy (66 years); low immunization coverage

Limited electricity access (85.3%); very low clean cooking access (36.1%); 
low renewable share (11.3%)

Low government spending on health and education (4.5% of GDP); moderate 
statistical capacity

Incomplete data; only 62.7% youth literacy; low secondary completion rates

Work Low financial inclusion (9.7%); high unemployment (12.7%); weak 
labor rights enforcement

The boundaries and names shown on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by UCLG-MEWA.
Source: Administrative Boundaries. Retrieved from: Humanitarian Data Exchange (HDX) platform.
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Box 1: Afghanistan

The aftermath of the United States’ withdrawal from Afghanistan and Taliban’s return to power 
in 2021 led up to the establishment of a new government in the country. This new government 
founded by the Taliban is largely unrecognized by the international community and lack of 
international recognition is followed by the cut of foreign aid and freezing the assets of the 
Central Bank as a means of pressure, which was vital for the functioning of the previous 
government.1 In 2025, the number of Afghan returnees from Iran and Pakistan exceeded 2.1 
million Afghans.2 This flux of migration includes involuntary returns and deportations. Although 
the principle of non-refoulement is an established notion in the 1951 Geneva Convention, 
forcible return of refugees is widely practiced around the world. Furthermore, internal 
displacement and large-scale refugee returns movements have put further strain on already 
vulnerable social systems as the returnees are also in dire need of housing and access to basic 
services. Some vulnerable groups within returnees such as women and girls, journalists and 
former civil servants are susceptible to experiencing human rights violations also in their home 
country by de facto Taliban authorities.3

Afghanistan has become an aid-dependent state since 2001 and the cut of aid has triggered 
the collapse of the existing governmental structures and exacerbated a humanitarian crisis, 
which has a more grave impact on women and other vulnerable societal groups.4 After 2021, 
the volume of Official Development Assistance (ODA) received by Afghanistan has reduced 
sharply and whereas the share of the development sector in the distribution of ODA was 56% 
in 2020, it has fallen down to 47% in 2023 while the share of the humanitarian sector has 
increased in the same time period.5

According to OECD’s States of Fragility 2025 Report’s multidimensional fragility framework 
Afghanistan is classified under “extreme fragility” and is facing severe fragility across all 
dimensions: economic, environmental, human, political, security and societal.6 Afghanistan's 
security fragility decreased as a result of the country's transition from armed conflict to peace, 
while societal fragility escalated, especially for women and girls. Environmentally, Afghanistan 
faces high exposure to natural hazards, climate-related displacement, weak adaptive capacity, 
non-renewable resource crime, and serious water stress, while also scoring poorly on air quality, 
biodiversity, and food-supply adequacy. Regarding the societal dimension, women are facing 
significant challenges exercising their civil liberties. In addition to other fundamental liberties, 
women and girls are losing their access to public places, employment, and education as a 
result of policies of de facto Taliban authorities, such as banning women from pursuing higher 
education.7 In a few words, political marginalization, economic isolation, declining investments 
in development, and persistent insecurity all contribute together to create significant short- 
and long-term obstacles to SDG achievement.

1. ‘Afghanistan Three Years after the Taliban Takeover | International Crisis Group’, 14 August
2024, https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-asia/afghanistan/afghanistan-three-years-after-
talibantakeover
2. “Country - Afghanistan,” accessed August 13, 2025, https://data.unhcr.org/en/country/afg.
3. ‘Afghanistan: Returns of Afghans Creating Multi-Layered Human Rights Crisis’, OHCHR,
accessed 13 August 2025, https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-briefing-notes/2025/07/
afghanistanreturns-
afghans-creating-multi-layered-human-rights-crisis.
4. ‘Beyond Emergency Relief: Averting Afghanistan’s Humanitarian Catastrophe | International
Crisis Group’, 6 December 2021, https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-asia/afghanistan/317-
beyond-emergency-relief-averting-afghanistans-humanitarian-catastrophe.
5. ‘ODA Official Development Assistance: Disbursements’, OECD, n.d.,
https://doi.org/10.1787/data-00069-en.
6. OECD, States of Fragility 2025, States of Fragility (OECD Publishing, 2025),
https://doi.org/10.1787/81982370-en.
7. ‘Taliban Restrictions on Women’s Rights Deepen Afghanistan’s Crisis | International Crisis
Group’, 23 February 2023, https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-asia/afghanistan/329-
talibanrestrictions-womens-rights-deepen-afghanistans-crisis.

Notable Data Gaps

● Education: Missing pre-primary and primary enrollment data

● Inequality: No data on Gini coefficient or Palma ratio

● Labor Conditions: Gaps in modern slavery and informal employment data

● Environmental Indicators: Missing marine and deforestation trend data

● Justice and Governance: Incomplete information on crime, judicial efficiency, and civic freedoms
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BAHRAIN

Bahrain demonstrates strong performance in digital connectivity, infrastructure access, basic 
service provision, and certain health and education indicators. The country enjoys universal access 
to electricity, clean cooking, sanitation, and high internet penetration, alongside relatively high life 
expectancy. However, it faces major challenges in environmental sustainability, particularly with 
high CO₂ emissions, minimal renewable energy use, and significant freshwater over-extraction. Air 
quality, biodiversity protection, and waste management are also concerns. Gender equality indicators 
show mixed results, with strong parity in education but persistent gaps in political representation and 
family planning coverage. Data availability is a challenge, especially in poverty and inequality metrics, 
limiting a complete assessment.

Score Global Rank Rank in MEWA Region

64.4 110/167 8/16

Areas of Strength

Areas of Concern

SDG Area Achievements

SDG Area Challenges

SDG 9 - Infrastructure
& Innovation

Universal rural road access, 100% internet coverage, high mobile broadband 
penetration, and strong logistics infrastructure

SDG 7 - Clean Energy
Access

SDG 3 - Health

SDG 4 - Education

SDG 15 - Life on Land

SDG 5 - Gender Equality

SDG 17 - Partnerships

100% access to electricity and clean cooking fuels

SDG 6 - Sanitation 100% access to basic sanitation services; high wastewater treatment rates

High life expectancy (81.3 years); strong immunization coverage (99%); 
near-universal skilled birth attendance

High participation in pre-primary learning (75.2%), strong primary enrollment 
(93.3%), and high youth literacy

Red List Index score of 0.74; low imported deforestation

High female-to-male education ratio (96.5%); 50% female labor force 
participation

Government spending on health and education at 4.5% of GDP; relatively 
high support for multilateralism

SDG 13 - Climate Action

SDG 6 - Water Use

SDG 12 - Responsible
Consumption

SDG 5 - Gender Equality

SDG 11 - Sustainable Cities

SDG 16 - Governance

SDG 14&15-Environment
& Biodiversity

SDG 2 - Nutrition

Very high CO₂ emissions per capita (24.7 t); no renewable energy share in 
total final energy consumption

Freshwater withdrawal exceeds sustainable levels (133.7% of available 
resources)

High nitrogen emissions; significant air pollution from production and 
imports

Low satisfaction of family planning demand (59.8%); women hold only 20% 
of parliamentary seats

Poor air quality (PM2.5 at 42.7 μg/m³); limited public transport access 
(21.2%)

Corruption Perceptions Index score of 53; low press freedom (30.2/100)

No protected marine or terrestrial areas; low scores for marine biodiversity 
protection

High adult obesity rate (36.1%)

Poverty Indicators: No data for poverty headcount ratios
Inequality: Missing Gini coefficient and Palma ratio
Urban Services: No data for piped water access in cities
Labor Rights: Lack of data on enforcement of labor rights and informal employment 20/54
Environmental Indicators: No freshwater biodiversity protection data; incomplete marine 
health metrics

Notable Data Gaps

The boundaries and names shown on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by UCLG-MEWA.
Source: Administrative Boundaries. Retrieved from: Humanitarian Data Exchange (HDX) platform.
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IRAN

Iran shows relatively strong achievements in poverty reduction, health outcomes, education access, 
and infrastructure connectivity. The country has very low extreme poverty rates, high literacy among 
youth, and near-universal access to basic services such as electricity, drinking water, and skilled 
birth attendance. It also performs well in scientific output and patent registrations in the region. 
However, Iran faces major environmental sustainability challenges, including high CO₂ emissions, 
low renewable energy usage, and excessive freshwater withdrawal. Urban air quality is poor, and 
biodiversity protection remains insufficient in certain ecosystems. Gender equality indicators show 
progress in education but persistent gaps in labor force participation and political representation. 
Data availability is relatively good compared to many countries in the region, but gaps still exist in 
some governance, labor, and environmental areas.

Score Global Rank Rank in MEWA Region

69.6 83/167 4/16

Areas of Strength

Areas of Concern

SDG Area Achievements

SDG Area Challenges

SDG 1 - No Poverty Extremely low poverty rates ($2.15/day at 0.9%; $3.65/day at 2.5%)

SDG 3 - Health

SDG 9 - Infrastructure &
Innovation

SDG 15 - Life on Land

SDG 2 - Nutrition

SDG 17 - Partnerships

Low maternal mortality (15.8 per 100,000), high life expectancy (77.7 years), 
99% skilled birth attendance, strong immunization coverage

SDG 4 - Education High youth literacy (98.8%), strong lower secondary completion (88.7%), 
near-universal primary enrollment

High internet (79.6%) and mobile broadband coverage (166.3%); strong 
patent activity (97.4 per million population)

No permanent deforestation; good Red List Index (0.86); low imported 
deforestation

Low undernourishment (6.5%) and high dietary diversity for children (84%)

Government spending on health and education at 5.6% of GDP; solid 
statistical capacity (63.0/100)

SDG 13 - Climate Action

SDG 5 - Gender Equality

SDG 12 - Responsible
Consumption

SDG 14 - Life Below
Water

SDG 8 - Decent Work

SDG 11 - Sustainable Cities

SDG 16 - Governance

SDG 6 - Water & Sanitation

High CO₂ emissions per capita (9.2 t); very low renewable
energy share (0.8%)

Low female labor participation (20.3%) and limited political representation 
(4.9% of parliament seats)

High nitrogen emissions from production (31.2 kg/capita) and imports 
(11.5 kg/capita)

Only 67.2% of important marine sites protected; some unsustainable 
fishing practices

Weak labor rights enforcement (score 0.23/1); moderate unemployment 
(9.0%)

Poor air quality (PM2.5 at 38.9 μg/m³); high share of urban population 
living in slums (44.7%)

Low press freedom (16.2/100); high perceived corruption (CPI score 23)

Freshwater withdrawal at 81.3% of available resources; low wastewater 
treatment (21.8%)

Governance & Institutions: Missing updated homicide rates and child labor data

Labor Indicators: Incomplete data on modern slavery and informal employment

Environmental Data: Limited details on marine biodiversity threats and freshwater
ecosystem protection

Education Access: No recent data for pre-primary participation rates beyond 2020

Notable Data Gaps

The boundaries and names shown on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by UCLG-MEWA.
Source: Administrative Boundaries. Retrieved from: Humanitarian Data Exchange (HDX) platform.
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IRAQ

Iraq has made some progress in expanding access to basic services, improving health outcomes, and 
maintaining relatively low nitrogen emissions compared to global averages. The country benefits from 
near-universal access to electricity, clean cooking fuels, and drinking water, as well as a relatively high 
proportion of women in parliament. However, Iraq faces persistent challenges in poverty reduction, 
food security, air quality, gender equality, and environmental sustainability. Urban living conditions 
remain difficult, with high rates of slum residency and poor public transport access. Economic 
diversification and labor market inclusion are also pressing concerns, alongside governance issues 
and limited institutional capacity. Significant data gaps in education, labor rights, and governance 
hinder full monitoring of progress.

Score Global Rank Rank in MEWA Region

63.9 113/167 9/16

Areas of Strength

Areas of Concern

SDG Area Achievements

SDG Area Challenges

SDG 6 – Water &
Sanitation

SDG 3 - Health

SDG 15 - Life on Land

SDG 5 - Gender Equality

SDG 13 - Climate Action

SDG 12 - Sustainable
Consumption

SDG 9 -
Infrastructure

Over 98% of the population has access to basic drinking water and sanitation 
services

SDG 7 - Energy Access 100% electricity access; 99.4% access to clean cooking fuels

Low maternal mortality (66 per 100,000), high vaccination rates (91%), 
strong performance on some non-communicable disease indicators

Red List Index score of 0.79; relatively low nitrogen emissions from 
production and imports

Women hold 28.9% of seats in parliament

Moderate CO₂ emissions per capita (3.9 t) compared to high regional 
emitters

Low nitrogen emissions per capita; low air pollution associated with 
imports

Internet access (81.7%) and rural road connectivity (83.5%) are relatively 
strong for the region

SDG 1 - No Poverty

SDG 4 - Education

SDG 2 - Zero Hunger

SDG 14 & 15 - Environment 
& Biodiversity

SDG 13 - Climate Action

SDG 5 - Gender Equality

SDG 11 - Sustainable Cities

SDG 16 - Governance

SDG 8 - Decent Work

Extreme poverty rate at 1.0% and moderate poverty at
3.9%, but with risk of worsening due to instability

Outdated data; low lower secondary completion (44.8%) and pre-primary 
enrollment (17.4%)

High nitrogen emissions from production (31.2 kg/capita) and imports 
(11.5 kg/capita)

No protected marine areas; limited terrestrial and freshwater biodiversity 
protection

Low renewable energy share (1.1% of total final energy consumption)

Low female-to-male education parity (70.6%); low female labor force 
participation (15%)

49.3% of urban population lives in slums; poor air quality
(PM2.5 at 49.8 μg/m³)

Moderate press freedom (30.7/100)

Very low financial inclusion (18.6%); high unemployment (15.3%)

Education: No recent data for literacy, primary, and secondary education beyond
2007 in some cases
Labor Rights: No data on enforcement of labor rights and informal employment
Governance: Missing updated data on crime rates, judicial access, and child labor
prevalence beyond 2018
Environmental Indicators: Limited reporting on marine biodiversity and
deforestation trends

Notable Data Gaps

The boundaries and names shown on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by UCLG-MEWA.
Source: Administrative Boundaries. Retrieved from: Humanitarian Data Exchange (HDX) platform.
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JORDAN

Jordan shows strong results in education access, health outcomes, and basic service provision, 
maintaining near-universal access to electricity, clean cooking fuels, and safe drinking water. The 
country has made significant progress in gender representation in parliament and in ensuring 
high literacy among youth. However, Jordan faces critical environmental sustainability challenges, 
particularly high water stress, low renewable energy share, and poor air quality in urban areas. 
Economic indicators reveal persistent unemployment, and income inequality data remains incomplete. 
While governance scores in areas like press freedom are relatively strong, institutional capacity 
and statistical coverage require further improvement. The country’s development path is further 
constrained by its vulnerability to external shocks and its role as a host for large refugee populations.

Score Global Rank Rank in MEWA Region

71.0 71/167 1/16

Areas of Strength

Areas of Concern

SDG Area Achievements

SDG Area Challenges

SDG 4 - Education

SDG 6 - Water & Sanitation

SDG 7 - Energy Access

SDG 5 - Gender Equality

SDG 17 - Partnerships

SDG 9 - Infrastructure

High net primary enrollment and secondary completion rates;
high youth literacy

SDG 3 - Health
Low maternal and child mortality; high immunization coverage;
life expectancy above regional average

Nearly universal access to basic drinking water and sanitation services

100% electricity access; high access to clean cooking fuels

Significant female representation in parliament compared to regional norms

Active participation in international cooperation; reasonable government 
investment in health and education

Strong internet penetration and mobile broadband usage; good logistics 
performance

SDG 6 - Water Resources

SDG 12 - Responsible
Consumption

SDG 13 - Climate Action

SDG 16 - Governance

SDG 11 - Sustainable Cities

SDG 10 - Reduced 
Inequalities

SDG 8 - Decent Work

Extremely high freshwater withdrawal compared to available resources

High nitrogen emissions and solid waste generation

Low renewable energy share in total final consumption

Moderate corruption perceptions score; room for improvement in 
institutional efficiency

Poor air quality in urban areas; limited public transport access

Lack of comprehensive and up-to-date inequality metrics

High unemployment rate; limited financial inclusion for vulnerable groups

Inequality: Missing Gini coefficient and Palma ratio data
Labor Market: Gaps in modern slavery prevalence and labor rights enforcement
indicators
Environmental Data: Limited biodiversity protection statistics for freshwater and
marine ecosystems
Urban Infrastructure: Missing recent data on proportion of urban population with
access to public transport

Notable Data Gaps

The boundaries and names shown on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by UCLG-MEWA.
Source: Administrative Boundaries. Retrieved from: Humanitarian Data Exchange (HDX) platform.
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KUWAIT

Kuwait performs strongly in infrastructure access, health outcomes, and universal basic service 
provision. The country has achieved near-universal access to electricity, clean cooking fuels, safe 
drinking water, and sanitation, alongside very high internet connectivity and mobile broadband 
penetration. Life expectancy is high, maternal and child mortality rates are low, and educational 
attainment among youth is strong. However, Kuwait faces major challenges in environmental 
sustainability, particularly extreme water overuse, high CO₂ emissions, and negligible renewable 
energy adoption. Waste generation and nitrogen emissions are also elevated. While gender parity in 
education and female labor force participation are relatively high, political representation for women 
remains minimal. Data gaps in poverty and inequality metrics hinder full assessment.

Score Global Rank Rank in MEWA Region

63.3 118/167 10/16

Areas of Strength

Areas of Concern

SDG Area Achievements

SDG Area Challenges

SDG 6 - Water & 
Sanitation

SDG 3 - Health

SDG 4 - Education

SDG 9 - Infrastructure
& Innovation

SDG 5 - Gender Equality

SDG 16 - Governance

100% access to drinking water and sanitation services

SDG 7 - Energy Access

SDG 2 - Nutrition

100% access to electricity and clean cooking fuels

Low undernourishment (2.5%); high cereal yield (13.5 tonnes/ha)

High life expectancy (80.4 years); low maternal (7.8) and child mortality 
rates; high vaccination coverage

High literacy (99%); strong lower secondary completion (90.2%); good 
pre-primary participation (44.3%)

99.7% internet usage; high mobile broadband penetration (135.8%); strong 
logistics performance

High female-to-male education ratio (117.5%); relatively high female labor 
force participation (54.9%)

Above-average corruption perceptions score (46); moderate
press freedom (44.1/100)

SDG 6 - Water Resources

SDG 12 - Responsible
Consumption

SDG 13 - Climate Action

SDG 11 - Sustainable Cities

SDG 14 - Life Below Water

SDG 15 - Life on Land

SDG 5 - Gender Equality

SDG 8 - Decent Work

Extremely high freshwater withdrawal (3,850.5% of available resources)

High nitrogen emissions and solid waste generation; significant air 
pollution from production

Very high CO₂ emissions per capita (23.1 t); renewable energy share only 0.1%

Low protection of marine biodiversity sites (32.1%); high rates of trawling 
and discarded catch

Low biodiversity protection despite relatively high Red List Index (0.86)

Poor air quality (PM2.5 at 54.4 μg/m³)

Low women’s representation in parliament (3.1%); family planning 
satisfaction at 67.8%

Weak labor rights enforcement score (0.54/1); moderate fatal work-related 
accidents in imports

Poverty & Inequality: No data on poverty headcount, Gini coefficient, or Palma ratio
Urban Infrastructure: Missing data for piped water access in cities
Environmental Data: Limited freshwater biodiversity information
Labor Rights: Gaps in modern slavery prevalence and enforcement details

Notable Data Gaps

The boundaries and names shown on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by UCLG-MEWA.
Source: Administrative Boundaries. Retrieved from: Humanitarian Data Exchange (HDX) platform.
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LEBANON

Lebanon demonstrates relative strengths in internet connectivity, basic sanitation coverage, and 
biodiversity protection in certain categories, as well as a relatively high literacy rate among youth. 
However, the country faces severe and multidimensional development challenges, particularly in 
governance, economic stability, environmental sustainability, and access to quality healthcare. The 
economic crisis and institutional fragility have hindered progress in poverty reduction, food security, 
and infrastructure investment. Lebanon also suffers from poor air quality, high water stress, low 
renewable energy adoption, and significant gender inequality in political participation and the labor 
market. Data availability is limited for several key indicators, further constraining effective monitoring 
and planning.

Score Global Rank Rank in MEWA Region

61.7 124/167 11/16

Areas of Strength

Areas of Concern

SDG Area Achievements

SDG Area Challenges

SDG 9 - Infrastructure &
Innovation

SDG 15 - Life on Land

SDG 12 - Responsible
Consumption

SDG 14 - Life Below
Water

SDG 3 - Health

100% rural road access; high internet penetration (83.5%); strong university 
performance in rankings

High Red List Index score (0.96); zero permanent deforestation

Low municipal solid waste generation (0.9 kg/capita/day); low air pollution 
from imports

Low discarded catch rate (0.3% of total catch)

Low incidence of tuberculosis (10 per 100,000); relatively high skilled birth 
attendance (98.2%)

SDG 16 - Governance

SDG 11 - Sustainable 
Cities

SDG 13 - Climate
Action

SDG 6 - Water
Resources

SDG 5 - Gender Equality

SDG 3 - Health

SDG 8 - Decent Work

SDG 2 - Zero Hunger

SDG 7 - Energy

Very low corruption perceptions score (22); weak judicial efficiency; high 
proportion of unsentenced detainees (55.9%)

Poor air quality (PM2.5 at 29 μg/m³); low public transport access
(22.3% of urban population)

Low renewable energy share (3.9%); moderate CO₂ emissions per
capita (3.6 t)

High freshwater withdrawal (58.8% of available resources); low wastewater 
treatment (42.8%)

Low female labor force participation (41.8% parity ratio); only 6.3% of 
parliamentary seats held by women

High under-5 mortality (18.3 per 1,000); low immunization rate for
infants (55%)

Low financial inclusion (20.7%); high unemployment (11.5%); weak labor 
rights enforcement

Undernourishment rate at 9.6%; low dietary diversity among children (23%)

No available data for clean cooking access; low renewable share

Poverty: No poverty headcount data for $2.15/day and $3.65/day thresholds
Education: Incomplete data for secondary completion and updated literacy rates
Labor Rights: No modern slavery prevalence data in recent years
Environmental: Gaps in marine biodiversity threats and fisheries sustainability data
Urban Infrastructure: Missing data for piped water access in cities

Notable Data Gaps

SDG 4 - Education

SDG 6 - Sanitation

High participation in pre-primary learning (79.1%); youth literacy rate at 97%

99.2% access to basic sanitation services

The boundaries and names shown on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by UCLG-MEWA.
Source: Administrative Boundaries. Retrieved from: Humanitarian Data Exchange (HDX) platform.
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OMAN

Oman demonstrates strong achievements in health, education, infrastructure, and access to basic 
services. The country has nearly universal access to electricity, clean cooking, sanitation, and drinking 
water, alongside very high literacy rates and low maternal and child mortality. Internet penetration 
and mobile broadband subscriptions are high, supported by good higher education performance and 
patent activity. However, Oman faces major challenges in environmental sustainability, particularly 
high CO₂ emissions, negligible renewable energy adoption, and significant freshwater overuse. Air 
quality, nitrogen emissions, and waste management are also persistent issues. Gender equality 
remains a key gap, with very low female labor participation and no women in parliament. Governance 
indicators such as corruption perception are relatively strong, but press freedom and institutional 
efficiency require improvement.

Score Global Rank Rank in MEWA Region

61.7 97/167 5 /16

Areas of Strength

Areas of Concern

SDG Area Achievements

SDG Area Challenges

SDG 3 - Health

SDG 6 - Water &
Sanitation

SDG 9 - Infrastructure &
Innovation

SDG 17 - Partnerships

High life expectancy (80 years); low maternal (12.6 per 100,000) and child 
mortality; universal skilled birth attendance; high vaccination rates

92.4% access to safe drinking water; 99.3% access to basic sanitation; high 
wastewater treatment rates

High internet usage (95.3%); strong mobile broadband coverage; growing 
patent applications (379 per million); good higher education performance

Government spending on health and education at 6.7% of GDP; statistical 
capacity score of 58.2

SDG 13 - Climate
Action

SDG 11 - Sustainable 
Cities

SDG 6 - Water
Resources

SDG 14 - Life Below
Water

SDG 5 - Gender Equality

SDG 8 - Decent Work

SDG 16 - Governance

SDG 12 - Responsible
Consumption

Very high CO₂ emissions per capita (17 t); negligible renewable energy 
share (0.1%)

Poor air quality (PM2.5 at 40.6 μg/m³); limited public transport
access (26.9%)

Freshwater withdrawal exceeds available resources (116.7%); very high 
scarce water consumption from imports

Limited protection of marine biodiversity sites (24.7%); moderate clean 
water score (72.1/100)

Very low female labor participation (35.2% parity ratio); no women in 
parliament; low family planning satisfaction (42.9%)

High prevalence of modern slavery (6.5 per 1,000); outdated financial 
inclusion data; weak labor rights enforcement

Low press freedom (42.3/100); incomplete data on judicial efficiency and 
civic freedoms

High nitrogen emissions (34.3 kg/capita production; 43.6 kg/capita 
imports); significant air pollution from production and imports

Poverty & Inequality: No poverty headcount or inequality (Gini, Palma) data available
Labor Market: Missing data on financial inclusion beyond 2011, informal employment, 
and enforcement of labor rights
Environmental Indicators: Incomplete freshwater biodiversity and deforestation data; 
outdated fisheries indicators
Governance: Limited information on judicial efficiency, child labor, and access to justice

Notable Data Gaps

SDG 4 - Education

SDG 7 - Energy Access

SDG 15 - Life on Land

Literacy among youth at 100%; high secondary completion (94.7%); strong 
pre-primary participation (72.6%)

100% access to electricity and clean cooking fuels

High Red List Index (0.88); low imported deforestation (11.3 m²/capita)

The boundaries and names shown on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by UCLG-MEWA.
Source: Administrative Boundaries. Retrieved from: Humanitarian Data Exchange (HDX) platform.
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QATAR

Qatar performs strongly in poverty eradication, health, education, and infrastructure, achieving universal 
access to electricity, clean cooking, sanitation, and drinking water. The country has one of the highest 
life expectancies in the region, low child and maternal mortality, and strong education enrollment 
and literacy. It also benefits from high internet penetration, advanced infrastructure, and global 
university rankings. However, Qatar faces very significant sustainability challenges: CO₂ emissions 
are among the highest in the world, renewable energy adoption is absent, freshwater use far exceeds 
sustainable levels, and urban air quality is poor. Gender equality is mixed—while educational parity 
and female labor participation are relatively strong, political representation remains extremely low. 
Waste generation, nitrogen emissions, and environmental protection also remain areas of concern.

Score Global Rank Rank in MEWA Region

65.1 107/167 7/16

Areas of Strength

Areas of Concern

SDG Area Achievements

SDG Area Challenges

SDG 4 - Education

SDG 6 - Water &
Sanitation

SDG 9 - Infrastructure &
Innovation

SDG 16 - Governance

SDG 17 - Partnerships

High pre-primary participation (76.6%); strong secondary completion (95%); 
youth literacy near-universal

Universal access to safe drinking water and sanitation; 89.3% wastewater 
treated

Universal rural road access; 99.7% internet use; high mobile broadband 
subscriptions (155%); globally ranked universities

Very low homicide rate (0.1 per 100,000); strong corruption perceptions 
score (59); relatively strong press freedom (58.3/100)

Government spending on health and education at 5% of GDP; strong 
statistical performance (66.8/100)

SDG 13 - Climate
Action

SDG 11 - Sustainable 
Cities

SDG 12 - Responsible
Consumption

SDG 14 - Life Below
Water

SDG 2 - Nutrition

SDG 8 - Decent Work

SDG 5 - Gender Equality

SDG 6 - Water
Resources

Among the world’s highest CO₂ emissions per capita (42.8 t); renewable 
energy share at 0%

Very poor air quality (PM2.5 at 77.9 μg/m³)

High nitrogen emissions (54.5 kg/capita production; 71 kg/capita imports); 
high e-waste (16.1 kg/capita)

Weak labor rights enforcement; prevalence of modern slavery
(6.8 per 1,000); outdated financial inclusion data

High obesity prevalence (43.1% of adults) despite low undernourishment 
and stunting

Women hold only 4.4% of parliamentary seats; family planning satisfaction 
relatively low (65.3%)

Only 60% of important marine biodiversity areas protected; moderate clean 
water score (71.1/100)

Excessive freshwater withdrawal (431% of available resources); high water 
stress from imports

Labor Market: Missing data on fundamental labor rights and financial inclusion after 2011
Poverty & Inequality: No updated data on poverty headcount beyond 2025 baseline
Governance: Incomplete data on justice access, child labor prevalence, and
administrative efficiency
Environmental: Missing data on freshwater biodiversity and fisheries sustainability
indicators

Notable Data Gaps

SDG 3 - Health

SDG 1 - No Poverty

SDG 7 - Energy Acces

SDG 10 - Inequality

High life expectancy (82.4 years); very low maternal (3.9/100,000) and 
child mortality; 100% skilled birth attendance; high immunization coverage

Very low poverty rates ($2.15/day at 0.3%; $3.65/day at 0.5%)

100% access to electricity and clean cooking fuels

Moderate inequality (Gini 35.1; Palma 1.4)

The boundaries and names shown on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by UCLG-MEWA.
Source: Administrative Boundaries. Retrieved from: Humanitarian Data Exchange (HDX) platform.
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SAUDI ARABIA

Saudi Arabia demonstrates strong achievements in health, education, infrastructure, and access 
to basic services, reflecting progress in human development and economic modernization. The 
country has achieved universal access to electricity, clean cooking fuels, and high-quality healthcare 
and education services, with very low maternal and child mortality rates and high literacy. Internet 
penetration and mobile broadband usage are among the highest globally, supported by substantial 
investment in research and development and patent activity. However, Saudi Arabia faces severe 
environmental sustainability challenges: CO₂ emissions and freshwater withdrawal are among the 
highest in the world, renewable energy adoption is negligible, and urban air quality remains poor. 
Gender equality shows progress in education and workforce participation, but women’s representation 
in politics and family planning access remain limited.

Score Global Rank Rank in MEWA Region

65.2 105/167 06/16

Areas of Strength

Areas of Concern

SDG Area Achievements

SDG Area Challenges

SDG 4 - Education

SDG 9 - Infrastructure &
Innovation

SDG 2 - Nutrition

SDG 17 - Partnerships

High literacy among youth (99%); near-universal primary enrollment 
(97.7%); high lower secondary completion (116.1%)

100% internet usage; high mobile broadband subscriptions (169 per 100); growing 
patent applications (228 per million); strong higher education performance

Low undernourishment (3%) and stunting (10.8%); strong food security 
despite high obesity

High government spending on health and education (8.7% of GDP); strong 
statistical capacity (81.5/100)

SDG 13 - Climate
Action

SDG 11 - Sustainable 
Cities

SDG 12 - Responsible
Consumption

SDG 14 - Life Below
Water

SDG 15 - Life on Land

SDG 8 - Decent Work

SDG 5 - Gender Equality

SDG 16 - Governance

SDG 6 - Water
Resources

Extremely high CO₂ emissions per capita (20.1 t); renewable energy share 
only 0.1%

Poor air quality (PM2.5 at 56.5 μg/m³); only 25.2% of urban residents have 
access to public transport

High nitrogen emissions (52.3 kg/capita production); high ewaste 
generation (17.1 kg/capita)

Incomplete labor rights enforcement data; victims of modern slavery 
reported (21.3 per 1,000 population)

Low women’s representation in parliament (19.9%); limited family planning 
satisfaction (54.5%); female labor parity at 42.6%

Strong corruption control (CPI 59) but weak press freedom (27.9/100); 
gaps in judicial efficiency data

Limited marine biodiversity protection (25.3% of key areas); low Ocean 
Health Index (65.3)

Terrestrial biodiversity protection remains low (23.3% of key areas)

Freshwater withdrawal at 974% of available resources; wastewater 
treatment limited (61%)

Poverty & Inequality: No data on poverty headcount, Gini coefficient, or Palma ratio
Labor Rights: Missing indicators on enforcement of labor rights and informal
employment prevalence 39/54
Environmental: Gaps in permanent deforestation data and detailed freshwater
biodiversity indicators
Governance: No recent data on access to justice, timeliness of proceedings, or child
labor prevalence

Notable Data Gaps

SDG 3 - Health

SDG 7 - Energy Acces

High life expectancy (78.7 years); very low maternal (7.4/100,000) and 
child mortality; nearly universal immunization and skilled birth attendance

100% access to electricity and clean cooking fuels

SDG 6 - Sanitation 95.3% access to sanitation services; 98.7% access to basic drinking water

The boundaries and names shown on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by UCLG-MEWA.
Source: Administrative Boundaries. Retrieved from: Humanitarian Data Exchange (HDX) platform.
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SYRIA

Syria faces profound development challenges driven by years of conflict, institutional fragility, and 
economic collapse. While the country maintains some positive indicators such as relatively high youth 
literacy, biodiversity protection in forests, and low CO₂ emissions per capita, these are outweighed 
by severe poverty, food insecurity, weak healthcare capacity, poor infrastructure, and extremely low 
governance scores. Access to basic services like water, sanitation, and electricity is uneven, and 
progress in education has stagnated. Gender equality remains very limited, with low female labor 
participation and political representation. Environmental stress—particularly water scarcity and 
weak wastewater treatment— exacerbates vulnerabilities. Syria’s very low statistical capacity also 
highlights a lack of reliable data, making monitoring of progress toward the SDGs difficult.

Score Global Rank Rank in MEWA Region

58.4 131/167 12/16

Areas of Strength

Areas of Concern

SDG Area Achievements

SDG Area Challenges

SDG 4 - Education

SDG 9 - Infrastructure

SDG 12 - Sustainable
Consumption

SDG 15 - Life on Land

High youth literacy (98%); moderate pre-primary participation (46.5%)

Rural road access relatively high (84.5%); patent activity exists 
(3.7 per million) despite conflict

Low waste generation (0.6 kg/capita/day); relatively low nitrogen 
emissions (7.4 kg/capita)

No permanent deforestation; strong Red List Index (0.95); low imported 
deforestation

SDG 3 - Health

SDG 4 - Education

SDG 6 - Water &
Sanitation

SDG 8 - Decent Work

SDG 11 - Sustainable 
Cities

SDG 16 - Governance

SDG 14 - Life Below Water

SDG 17 - Partnerships

SDG 5 - Gender Equality

SDG 7 - Energy

SDG 2 - Zero Hunger

High under-5 mortality (20.6/1,000); low vaccination coverage
(66% for infants); high NCD mortality (21.3%)

Low primary enrollment (78.2%); low lower secondary completion (42.4%)

High unemployment (12.7%); very low financial inclusion (23.3% in 2011); 
modern slavery prevalence high (8.7/1,000)

41.1% of urban population lives in slums; poor air quality 
(PM2.5 at 30.2 μg/m³)

Very low CPI score (12); weak press freedom (15.8/100); high share of 
unsentenced detainees (50.5%)

No marine protection; poor ocean health index (42.2/100)

Very weak statistical performance index (36.2/100)

Very low female labor force participation (21.2% parity); women hold only 
9.6% of parliamentary seats

Only 89% electricity access; low clean cooking access (90.5%); renewable 
share only 1.1%

Freshwater withdrawal unsustainable (124.4% of resources); wastewater 
treatment nearly absent (7.2%)

Severe undernourishment (34% of population); high child stunting (27.9%) 
and wasting (11.5%); high obesity (33.9%)

Governance & Justice: Missing data on crime control, judicial access, and timeliness
of proceedings
Labor Market: Outdated data on financial inclusion; no data on effective labor rights
guarantees
Health: Missing recent data on adolescent fertility, subjective well-being, and broader
healthcare access
Education: Outdated and incomplete information for enrollment and completion trends
Environment: No marine biodiversity threat data; limited fisheries sustainability metrics

Notable Data Gaps

SDG 3 - Health Moderate maternal mortality (20.4 per 100,000) and neonatal mortality 
(10 per 1,000); high skilled birth attendance (96%)

SDG 17 - Partnerships

SDG 1 - Poverty

Government spending on health and education at 6.5% of GDP

Very high poverty overall (63.9% at $3.65/day)

SDG 13 - Climate Action Very low CO₂ emissions per capita (1.1 t)

The boundaries and names shown on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by UCLG-MEWA.
Source: Administrative Boundaries. Retrieved from: Humanitarian Data Exchange (HDX) platform.
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TÜRKİYE

Türkiye demonstrates strong achievements in poverty reduction, education, health outcomes, and 
access to infrastructure. Extreme poverty has been nearly eradicated, and the country maintains 
universal access to electricity, clean cooking, and basic education. Life expectancy is relatively 
high, maternal and child mortality have declined substantially, and immunization coverage is strong. 
Educational access is nearly universal at primary and secondary levels, supported by growing tertiary 
attainment and improved university rankings. Internet access, research output, and innovation 
indicators are also robust. However, Türkiye faces challenges in environmental sustainability, gender 
equality, and governance. CO₂ emissions remain moderate but renewable energy use is limited, 
while water stress and nitrogen emissions are growing concerns. Gender disparities persist in 
labor participation, political representation, and education parity. Marine and terrestrial biodiversity 
protection are low, and urban air quality continues to pose public health risks.

Score Global Rank Rank in MEWA Region

70.6 73/167 2/16

Areas of Strength

Areas of Concern

SDG Area Achievements

SDG Area Challenges

SDG 2 - Zero Hunger

SDG 3 - Health

SDG 4 - Education

SDG 9 - Infrastructure &
Innovation

SDG 15 - Life on Land

SDG 17 - Partnerships

Low undernourishment (2.5%); relatively low child stunting (6%) and
wasting (1.7%)

High life expectancy (77.2 years); low maternal mortality (14.6/100,000) 
and under-5 mortality (12.8/1,000); strong vaccination coverage (95%)

Nearly universal pre-primary (99.2%) and primary enrollment (99.7%); 100% 
youth literacy; strong tertiary attainment (41.7% of young adults)

High internet usage (87.3%); significant R&D spending (1.3% of GDP); strong 
patent applications (127 per million)

No permanent deforestation; strong Red List Index (0.95); low imported 
deforestation

Strong statistical capacity (86.7/100); government revenue at 25.8% of GDP; 
high spending on health and education (5.4% of GDP)

SDG 10 - Inequality

SDG 8 - Decent Work

SDG 11 - Sustainable 
Cities

SDG 12 - Responsible
Consumption

SDG 13 - Climate Action

SDG 16 - Governance

SDG 14 - Life Below Water

SDG 15 - Life on Land

SDG 5 - Gender Equality

Gini coefficient at 44.4; Palma ratio 2.2, showing persistent inequality

High NEET rate (25% of youth); weak labor rights enforcement
(score 0.39/1); high prevalence of modern slavery (15.6 per 1,000)

Urban air pollution high (PM2.5 at 25.9 μg/m³); 14.1% of urban population 
lives in slums

High nitrogen emissions (46.3 kg/capita production); high ewaste 
generation (10.5 kg/capita not collected)

CO₂ emissions moderate (5.0 t/capita) but renewable energy share remains 
limited (12%)

Very low marine protection (3.8% of sites protected); poor ocean health 
(score 58.9); overexploited fish stocks high (57.5%)

Low protection of terrestrial sites (2.3%) and freshwater sites (4.2%); 
declining Red List Index (0.90)

Low corruption perceptions index (34); weak press freedom (29.4/100); 
limited access to justice (0.55/1)

Low female-to-male labor participation parity (50.9%); women hold only 
19.9% of parliamentary seats; family planning satisfaction low (62.2%)

Poverty & Inequality: Some poverty measures available, but limited data on
multidimensional poverty
Labor Market: Missing recent data on informal employment and labor market
segmentation
Environmental Indicators: Incomplete data on biodiversity threats from imports;
gaps in freshwater ecosystem health
Governance: Limited recent data on judicial efficiency, child labor, and press
freedoms beyond headline indices

Notable Data Gaps

SDG 1 - No Poverty

SDG 7 - Energy Access

Extreme poverty nearly eradicated (0.7% at $2.15/day; 1.1% at $3.65/day)

Universal electricity (100%); high access to clean cooking fuels (95.1%)

SDG 6 - Water & Sanitation High access to safe water (97%) and sanitation (99.2%); relatively good 
wastewater treatment (74%)

The boundaries and names shown on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by UCLG-MEWA.
Source: Administrative Boundaries. Retrieved from: Humanitarian Data Exchange (HDX) platform.
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) demonstrates strong results in poverty eradication, health, 
education, infrastructure, and digital connectivity. Extreme poverty is almost non-existent, and the 
country achieves universal access to electricity, clean cooking, drinking water, and sanitation. Health 
outcomes are excellent, with very low maternal and child mortality, high life expectancy, and nearly 
universal immunization and skilled birth attendance. Education indicators are also strong, with 
high pre-primary participation, full literacy among youth, and high secondary completion. The UAE 
has world-leading internet penetration, extensive mobile broadband coverage, and globally ranked 
universities, reflecting its investment in innovation and knowledge sectors. However, the UAE faces 
severe challenges in sustainability. CO₂ emissions per capita are extremely high, renewable energy 
remains negligible, freshwater withdrawal far exceeds sustainable levels, and urban air quality is poor. 
Consumption patterns produce high levels of nitrogen emissions, solid waste, and e-waste. Gender 
equality shows progress in education and political representation—half of parliament seats are held 
by women—but gaps remain in labor force participation and family planning satisfaction.

Score Global Rank Rank in MEWA Region

69.8 80/167 3/16

Areas of Strength

Areas of Concern

SDG Area Achievements

SDG Area Challenges

SDG 2 - Nutrition

SDG 3 - Health

SDG 4 - Education

SDG 9 - Infrastructure &
Innovation

SDG 5 - Gender Equality

SDG 17 - Partnerships

SDG 16 - Governance

Low undernourishment (2.7%); low stunting (2.6%) and wasting (0.7%) 
among children; high dietary diversity (90%)

High life expectancy (82.9 years); very low maternal mortality (2.5/100,000) and child 
mortality (5/1,000); high immunization (96%); strong universal health coverage

Nearly universal pre-primary (99.8%), primary (99.8%), and lower secondary 
completion (104.2%); youth literacy 100%

100% internet use; world-leading mobile broadband (211.7 per 100); high 
R&D expenditure (1.5% of GDP); strong university rankings

Equal representation of women in parliament (50%); strong educational 
parity (97.5%); improving labor force parity (60.4%)

Strong government spending on health and education (6.7% of GDP); high 
statistical capacity (77.6/100)

Strong corruption control (CPI 68); high crime prevention score (0.92/1); 
effective justice timeliness (0.72/1)

SDG 6 - Water Resources

SDG 11 - Sustainable 
Cities

SDG 12 - Responsible
Consumption

SDG 13 - Climate Action

SDG 8 - Decent Work

SDG 16 - Governance

SDG 14 - Life Below Water

SDG 15 - Life on Land

SDG 5 - Gender Equality

Unsustainable freshwater withdrawal (1,510% of available resources)

Poor urban air quality (PM2.5 at 51.2 μg/m³); limited public transport 
access (45.1%)

High nitrogen emissions (51.9 kg/capita production; 57.6 imports); high
e-waste (18.3 kg/capita not recollected); waste generation at 1.6 kg/capita/day

Only 53.5% of important marine sites protected; moderate clean water 
index (65.3); discarded catch rate (0.6%)

Freshwater biodiversity protection low (26.4% of sites); Red List Index 0.84 
showing stress on species

Family planning satisfaction low (61.1%); female labor force parity at 60.4% 
still below equality

Prevalence of modern slavery high (13.4 per 1,000); weak labor rights 
enforcement (0.42/1)

Weak press freedom (26.9/100); high rate of unsentenced detainees (38.2%)

Very high CO₂ emissions (24.2 t/capita); negligible renewable energy share (1%)

Labor Rights: Missing data on informal employment and updated modern slavery
prevalence in imports
Poverty & Inequality: Limited recent multidimensional poverty data
Environmental: Gaps in permanent deforestation data and detailed freshwater
biodiversity indicators
Governance: Missing updated data on child labor and judicial efficiency in practice

Notable Data Gaps

SDG 1 - No Poverty

SDG 10 - Inequality

SDG 7 - Energy Access

Very low poverty rates (0.3% at $2.15/day; 0.6% at $3.65/day)

Low inequality (Gini 26.4; Palma ratio 0.9)

Universal electricity and clean cooking access

SDG 6 - Water & Sanitation 100% access to safe drinking water; 99.1% sanitation coverage; full 
wastewater treatment capacity reported

The boundaries and names shown on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by UCLG-MEWA.
Source: Administrative Boundaries. Retrieved from: Humanitarian Data Exchange (HDX) platform.
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YEMEN

Yemen faces some of the most severe development challenges worldwide, largely due to prolonged 
conflict, institutional collapse, and humanitarian crisis. The country ranks near the bottom globally 
in SDG performance, with extreme poverty and widespread food insecurity. Health and education 
indicators are critically low, showing high maternal and child mortality, poor immunization coverage, 
and very low literacy among youth. Infrastructure is weak, with limited electricity, internet access, 
and road connectivity. Access to clean water and sanitation remains far below regional and global 
averages. Gender inequality is stark, with negligible female labor participation and no parliamentary 
representation for women. Despite this, Yemen records very low CO₂ emissions per capita and limited 
waste generation, largely reflecting underdevelopment rather than sustainable practices. Biodiversity 
protection is moderate but constrained by lack of enforcement capacity.

Score Global Rank Rank in MEWA Region

47.7 163/167 14/16

Areas of Strength

Areas of Concern

SDG Area Achievements

SDG Area Challenges

SDG 12 - Responsible
Consumption

SDG 13 - Climate Action

SDG 15 - Life on Land

SDG 14 - Life Below Water

SDG 17 - Partnerships

Low solid waste generation (0.5 kg/capita/day); low nitrogen emissions
(5.6 kg/capita production); relatively low air pollution associated with imports

Extremely low CO₂ emissions per capita (0.3 t); low emissions embodied in 
imports (0.2 t/capita)

Relatively high Red List Index (0.87); low imported deforestation
(0.7 m²/capita); 27.9% terrestrial areas protected

Discarded catch low (0.6%); trawling limited (2.8%); some marine sites 
protected (30.6%)

Government spending on health and education at 5.8% of GDP despite 
crisis

SDG 2 - Zero Hunger

SDG 4 - Education

SDG 5 - Gender Equality

SDG 7 - Energy

SDG 8 - Decent Work

SDG 17 - Partnerships

SDG 9 - Infrastructure

SDG 11 - Sustainable 
Cities

SDG 16 - Governance

SDG 6 - Water & Sanitation

SDG 3 - Health

SDG 1 - Poverty

Severe undernourishment (39.5%); very high child stunting (46.4%) and 
wasting (16.4%); low dietary diversity among children (23%)

Very low primary enrollment (69.4%); low secondary completion
(49%); youth literacy only 69.2%

Female labor parity extremely low (8.1%); no women in parliament;
female-to-male education years at 48.9%

Low electricity access (76%); less than half of population (48.3%)
has access to clean cooking; renewable energy share only 3.7%

High unemployment (17%); financial inclusion very low (11.9%); modern 
slavery prevalence high (6/1,000)

Very weak statistical performance (35.7/100), undermining evidencebased
policymaking

Internet access very low (13.8%); weak logistics (score 1.9/5); low
R&D and patents; no university ranking presence

44.2% of urban population lives in slums; poor air quality (PM2.5 at
36 μg/m³); low urban piped water access (77.2%)

Very low corruption perceptions score (13); only 29% of births registered; 
59% of detainees unsentenced; weak press freedom (31.5/100); 15.9% of 
children in child labor

Only 61.8% have access to safe drinking water; 54.8% to basic sanitation; 
freshwater withdrawal unsustainable (170% of resources); wastewater 
treatment almost nonexistent (0%)

High maternal mortality (118/100,000); high under-5 mortality (39.3/1,000); low 
immunization (45%); weak UHC index (42.5/100); life expectancy only 69.3 years

Extremely high poverty: 71.6% ($2.15/day) and 89.9% ($3.65/day)

The boundaries and names shown on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by UCLG-MEWA.
Source: Administrative Boundaries. Retrieved from: Humanitarian Data Exchange (HDX) platform.
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Poverty & Inequality: Limited recent multidimensional poverty data 50/54
Health: Missing updated data on adolescent fertility, NCD-related mortality, and
subjective well-being beyond crisis estimates
Education: Lack of recent data on pre-primary participation, enrollment trends, and
quality of learning
Labor Market: Missing indicators on labor rights enforcement and informal
employment prevalence
Governance & Justice: No data on crime control, judicial efficiency, or access to
justice mechanisms

Notable Data Gaps

Box 2: Yemen

Yemen has been facing a complex humanitarian and development crisis. Being classified 
under “extreme fragility” in the OECD States of Fragility 2025 Report, the country is under threat 
of severe fragility across all dimensions: economic, environmental, human, political, security, 
and societal.¹ Exacerbated by protracted conflict, geopolitical tensions, weak institutions and 
environmental vulnerabilities, this situation of extreme fragility is not only a reason for making 
humanitarian assistance an absolute necessity, as the 55.02% extreme poverty rate makes 
large segments of the population dependent on humanitarian aid for survival, it is also a huge 
obstacle in regards to development.

In the economic dimension, Yemen struggles with low economic growth, high levels of 
unemployment combined with high governmental debt. Years of war have severely reduced 
formal economic activity and cuts to international aid funding have further deepened food 
insecurity. Moreover, the country is highly susceptible to the negative impacts of climate 
change, leaving a large part of the population under the threat of food insecurity and health 
hazards.2 Existing infrastructure is already vulnerable to climate threats and might be further 
damaged in case of extreme weather events, which might occur more frequently as the 
climate change continues in this current trajectory. Malnutrition, vector-borne diseases, and 
displacement are closely linked to these environmental stresses and must be addressed 
immediately.

Armed conflict, economic collapse, food and water insecurity, and climate fragility has 
created a cycle of vulnerability that might get worsened even further without de-escalation 
of current conflicts and the implementation of dedicated development programs. Without 
establishment of strong political institutions, targeted investment in economic recovery, 
humanitarian assistance, and climate adaptation measures, Yemen’s prospects for achieving 
the Sustainable Development Goals remain difficult.

¹. ‘Compare Your Country by OECD’, accessed 14 August 2025,
https://www3.compareyourcountry.org/states-of-fragility/countries/YEM/.

2. World Bank, Yemen Climate and Health Vulnerability Assessment (Washington, DC: World 
Bank, 2025), http://hdl.handle.net/10986/42831.

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) play a crucial role in shaping the future of countries by 
promoting human rights, fostering resilient communities, and ensuring economic prosperity globally. These 
goals aim to address various global challenges, including adaptation and mitigation strategies for climate 
crisis, disaster risk reduction for natural disasters, peacebuilding in conflict zones, poverty reduction, 
creating livable urban areas, and the promotion of multilateralism, urging all actors to take responsibility 
and encouraging multistakeholder collaboration.

While the SDGs outline the global goals, they also address all scales—regional, national, and local—to 
ensure the SDGs are effective in every context. Embracing this perspective, UCLGMEWA is dedicated to 
emphasizing the importance of localizing SDGs, ensuring that local governments regulate their public 
services accordingly. However, despite the last fifteen years of the SDGs adopted by the UN Member 
States, millions of people still face extreme poverty, lack of access to services, and livelihoods. This reality 
underscores the need to encourage cities to achieve sustainable development.

The Sustainable Development Report 2025 provides an overview of global development, including the 
countries’ progress and the global landscape of development finance and multilateralism. The global 
situation in the development sector and commitments to global action for sustainable futures are not 
progressing as they should, particularly in development finance, since the developed countries are mostly 
responsible for providing financial instruments. Despite the current atmosphere, the path is clear to shape 
global finance and take responsibility for sustainable development.

In the detailed analysis of the MEWA Region, Afghanistan and Yemen are ranked among the lowest worldwide, 
with Yemen experiencing a regression in its development status since 2015. Additionally, countries like 
Syria and Lebanon also face significant economic and political instability, which further complicates their 
progress toward development; their ranks follow Afghanistan and Yemen, respectively. On the other hand, 
15 countries of the MEWA Region have published at least one VNR by 2025, while Qatar and Iraq have 
published more than 2 VNRs. This progress illustrates the regional commitment to SDGs. Another key thing 
to remember is that the limited number of cities that have submitted VLRs shows the path we need to follow 
for the next five years at the local level, supporting the cities and local governments to take a leading role 
further in sustainable development. However, Jordan ranks 52/54 first among 14 countries in the region 
with a score of 71.0, while Türkiye closely follows with a score of 70.6. It is notable that these countries 
also have a remarkable effort on VLRs – Türkiye has 11 VLRs and Jordan has 2 VLRs. This demonstrates 
that countries with more decentralized local governance, such as Türkiye and Jordan, can have a significant 
impact on sustainable development.

In terms of multilateralism, MEWA countries show low ratification rates for international commitments 
and fall below the global median, which continues to pose development challenges and a lack of global 
contribution. Additionally, it is noticeable that the data gap is a considerable issue in the MEWA Region 
for analysing the progress of SDGs. Effective monitoring and evaluation of development processes, 
utilizing current and reliable data along with robust data quality, guarantees evidence-based policymaking. 
Acknowledging these gaps and replacing them with thorough policies, embracing data-driven strategies will 
be a key action towards achieving the 2030 Agenda.

While the challenges are outlined, and the progress since 2015 related to the adaptation of SDGs has 
been highlighted in the MEWA Region, these realities present opportunities for innovative and sustainable 
solutions for improvement in the next five years of the SDGs. Since sustainable development is a long 
and continuous process, as UCLG-MEWA, we believe that tracking the progress and being precise will 
boost the achievement of SDGs with concrete and decisive actions, particularly at the local level. Through 
our consistent efforts to localize international frameworks, emphasize the importance of local action, 
and disseminate evidencebased knowledge, UCLG-MEWA will bridge the gap between national and local 
achievements in the 2030 Agenda.

Conclusion
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